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Since launching the appeal back in October we
have received a tremendous response from
supporters like you - pledges and donations
totalling £49,815 to date have been made to
the project! A huge thank you to everyone who
pledged and/or donated money! Your support
has given us a tremendous boost and has
gone a long way to helping us meet the
fundraising target.

Following on from the appeal we are now
awaiting the final go ahead from the main
funding partners in the next couple of weeks. If
everything goes to plan we hope to complete
the remaining design work for the building by
late spring in order that construction can start
late summer/autumn.

So, watch this space for future updates as the
work gets underway.......

In the meantime if you would like any further
information about the project and/or know of
someone (a charity, business or individual)
who may be interested in using the centre
please contact Sian on 01688 302851/302990,
e-mail sscott@mict.co.uk or visit the project’s
website at www.MICTCentre.co.uk

Did you know that MESS now offers this
service to local businesses for a small charge?
If you are interested please contact Mairi on
01688 302851 or email mairi.mess.@mict.co.uk

As well as raising money for local causes
through the Island Castaways shops, MESS
was also able to divert almost 54 tonnes of
materials from landfill between April 2007 and
March 2008. This is a combined total for the
plastic bottles, cans and textiles collected from
the recycling sites and also the items sold from
the charity shop, which accounts for 28 tonnes

of the total. This year is set to be even better, as
last years diversion of 54 tonnes has already
been matched after only nine months. Please
keep using the recycling facilities that are
available around the island, as it really does
make a difference and it does add up!
www.itzamess.ik.com

The MESS Island Castaways shops in Craignure
and Bunessan were very busy during 2007/8, and
with the support of everyone that donates items
to the shops and purchases from the shop, we
were able to gift back just over £5000 to local
groups. The groups that benefited from this
funding were — The Ross of Mull Historical
Centre, An Tobar, Animal Aid, Young Musicians
of Mull, Western Isles Yacht Club (cadets),
Dervaig Toddlers, Salen Mother and Toddler
Group, Tobermory Primary Department, Dervaig
Community Hall, Tobermory Playgroup, lona
Primary School, lona Noughts and Tots and the
Tobermory Golf Club Junior Section.

lona Noughts and Tots received funding from
MESS to purchase a selection of play and baby
equipment and introduce weekly activities which
include physical play, music and dance, arts and
crafts, story time, nature trails and healthy eating.

John Weir, Convenor of the Junior section at the
Golf Club said ‘Thanks to a generous grant from
MESS, we are able to cover the minibus hire and
coaching fees for nine junior golfers from
Tobermory Golf Club to receive 3 sessions of
coaching from a PGA coach at World of Golf in
Clydebank. Since coaching began the standard
of junior golf has risen dramatically.’
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It's official, the latest

must -have accessory on
Mull and lona is the Helen
Mortley designed

Jute shopping bag which are
available FREE — one per household —to
residents on Mull and lona

Local group, Bag Free Islands and the Mull
and lona Community Trust through its MESS
project have worked together to secure funding
to distribute these bags to every household on
Mull and lona, to reduce our islands reliance
on using plastic carrier bags. Every year 17.5
billion plastic bags are used in the UK; this is
over 290 bags for each person! And over
820,000 used by residents of Mull and lona,
not taking into account those used by visitors
to the islands.

If you have not yet claimed your free bag, you
can do so by calling into one of the Island
Castaways shops in Bunessan or Craignure or
call by the Trust office in Tobermory.

Producing an outdoor leaflet for Mull
and lona incorporating a land calendar,
useful phone numbers, outdoor code
for Mull and lona and a map identifying
major landowners and their contact
details. Hopefully these will be on the
shelves in the Tourist Office for Easter.
The sea eagle hide will see a new
seasonal ranger this year but as yet we
do not quite know where the birds are
going to set up home!

Wild Isles Week is 9" — 15" May 2009
see www.wildisles.co.uk for Events.
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Several action packed days will take place at
Calgary again this year with plans to improve
the water supply and temporary off road car
parking. The Friends of Calgary Bay have all
worked very hard in making Calgary a place to
enjoy whilst protecting what is special. The

more ‘Friends’ the better, watch out for posters,
anyone can join in.
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The hardy mink trappers of Mull and lona, all
volunteers, have caught about 140 mink so far,
so well done them and we are looking at putting a
further bid to SNH for more traps and mink lure to
attract even more. The mink down the Ross seem
to like smoky bacon but it is quite hard to sustain
that!! The mink in March will need to be pretty
canny to evade our mink trapping boys and girls.

The Trust has secured funding to employ a part time
'Powerdown Officer' for 3 days per week, who will be
able to assist local residents and community
groups with selecting appropriate renewable energy
and energy efficiency technologies for their buildings
and also how to reduce their carbon emission by
other means over the next 2 years

MICT recommends you look no further than
www.argyllcommunities.org which is the web
portal designed to link voluntary groups, large or
small across Argyll and Bute under a common
umbrella. The web portal also contains
information pages and useful links to help
voluntary organisations with their governance,
training and funding.

If your group doesn’'t have a website and wants
one (especially useful if you are fundraising, as
funders can look at it) then go visit the site. A

With YOUR help it can become possible!
Starting on 1* April, we are hoping to get our
subscriptions Direct Debit scheme up and
running for Membership/Friends, which will cut
down on staff time & paper. If you have an
existing standing order this will be cancelled with
your bank and if you have already filled out a
direct debit form previously then please be aware
that this will come into effect on the 1% April 2009.
Please help us by completing & returning the
enclosed form if you would like to take part.

Receive this Newsletter by email in Future
Sending your Messenger by e-mail cuts down on
staff time and paper so please email
vanessa@mict.co.uk with your email address.
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